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‘No Relation’: A review
By Jo Kibbee

 Third Annual YardArt Sale at the Glass House
Featuring original paintings by Lonn Frye 

and photography by Andrew Coulter
Saturday July 13th and Sunday July 14th - 

from 11:00Am to 3:00PM
210 Old Camp Road

Pleasepark on Old Camp RoadPlease park on Old Camp Road

Saturday August 3rd and Sunday August 4th

Keith Mann - Real Estate Agent 
Island Native, Local Knowledge

Phone: (920) 535-0233 • Email: kwmann7355 @yahoo.com  
www.kellstromray.com

Next to Mann’s Mercantile
1168 Main Road, Washington Island, WI 54246

Author Paula Carter 
returns to Island

Paula Carter was the inaugu-
ral artist in residence at the Hotel 
Washington in 2018. The Literary 
Festival is delighted to welcome 
her back to the Island.

She will present a guided work-
shop as part of the Literary Festi-
val’s Creative Lab, “Listen to This: 
Storytelling as Art and Tradition.” 
Offered on Thursday, Sept. 19, at 
the Trueblood Performing Arts 
Center, the program is free and 
open to the public. It begins at 12 
p.m. with a BY0 brown-bag lunch 
and informal introductions. From 
1 to 3:30 p.m. Carter will lead a 
storytelling workshop at which 
attendees will generate and share 
their stories.

All are welcome.

Below are the bestselling books at 
Fair Isle Books through July 24 this 
year. The best seller across all catego-
ries was “North of the Tension Line” 
by J.F. Riordan – the first book in the 
series of novels set on Washington 
Island. 

Local Interest
1) “North of the Tension Line” by 

J.F. Riordan
2) “Reflections on a Life in Exile” by 

J.F. Riordan
3) “Death Stalks Door County” by 

Patricia Skalka
4) “Words on Water II” by Richard 

Purinton
5) “Death Rides the Ferry” by Patri-

cia Skalka
6) “Death by the Bay” by Patricia 

Skalka
7) “The Lightkeeper’s Legacy” by 

Kathleen Ernst
8) “The Simplicity of Cider” by Amy 

Reichert
9) “Cherry Pies and Deadly Lies” by 

Darci Hannah
10) “Death at Gills Rock” by Patricia 

Skalka

 Fiction
1) “The Book Woman of Trouble-

some Creek” by Kim Richardson
2) “The Great Believers” by Rebecca 

Makkai*
3) “Where the Crawdads Sing” by 

Delia Owens
4) “The Excellent Lombards” by 

Jane Hamilton*
5) “The House of Broken Angels” by 

Luis Alberto Urrea*
6) “The Almost Sisters” by Joshilyn 

“No Relation,” by Paula Carter, will be 
featured at the 2019 Washington Island 
Literary Festival.

whom she has a developed a loving but 
complicated connection.

Is she their mother? No. Is she their 
stepmother? Not really. What exactly 
is she to them?

As Carter explores this question, 
we learn how she fell in love with a 
man with a past. Only it’s also a pres-
ent. Previously married with two 
small boys, James comes as part of a 
package. As she unwraps it, Carter 
chronicles the challenges and satisfac-
tion of forging bonds with the kids and 
negotiating life with James. Stories 
about navigating the difficult waters of  
blended families are not uncommon; 
Carter offers the perspective of some-
one who never got inside. Ultimately, 
she is no relation.

In a genre known as flash nonfic-
tion, each titled essay ranges from 
perhaps 50 to a few hundred words. 
With spare and direct language, Carter 
presents scenes (The First Time), re-
flections (Cupcakes), stories (White 
Socks). Slowly the fragments gather 
momentum and power. The reader is 
left to wonder how, with so few words, 
Carter can conjure so much meaning 
and generate so much feeling. And yes, 
tell an absorbing story.

It just might be magic.
“No Relation,” published by Black 

Lawrence Press in 2017, 141 pages, is 
available at Fair Isle books, the Hotel 
Washington and the Washington Is-
land library.

This article is part of a series of re-
views highlighting books that will be 
featured at the Washington Island Liter-
ary Festival, September 19-22, 2019. This 
year’s theme is Generational: How we 
build, grow, change.

In the hands of a masterful writer, 
spare prose can pack more mean-
ing than lush narrative. Paula Carter 
is that writer. Her exquisitely writ-
ten book “No Relation” hovers be-
tween essay and poetry, memoir and 
meditation.

Through a series of brief vignettes 
that fit together like a puzzle, she piec-
es together the story of a broken rela-
tionship. But not just a romantic rela-
tionship. She leaves behind not only a 
lover, but also his young children with 

MOCKINGBIRD 
CHARTERS

“Taking you where you want to go.”

Capt. Lewis D. Clarke
Coast Guard Licensed

H (920) 847-2311 - C (920) 737-3595
lew@lewclarke.com

C: (920)737-3595

lewclarke@me.com

www.mockingbirdcharters.com

Travel out to Pilot Island.
Bring your camera.

Jackson
7) “An Elderly Lady is up to No 

Good” by Helene Tursten
8) “The Widows of Malabar Hill” by 

Sujata Massey
9) “The Bear and the Nightingale” 

by Kathleen Arden
10) “Little Fires Everywhere” by Ce-

leste Ng

Nonfiction
1) “Living and Dying on the Factory 

Floor” by David Ranney
2) “The Death and Life of the Great 

Lakes” by Dan Egan
3) “Washington Island 1836-1876” by 

Conan Bryant Eaton
4) “Northland: A 4,000 Mile Journey 

Along America’s Forgotten Border” by 
Porter Fox

5) “Earth Works” by Scott Russell 
Sanders*

6) “Field Guide to Dumb Birds” by 
Matt Kracht

7) “Lake of the Ozarks” by Bill Geist
8) “How to Change Your Mind” by 

Michael Pollen
9) “The Book of Joy” by Desmond 

Tutu & the Dalai Lama
10) “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin 

Kimmerer

Young People
“Doodle Love” by Anne Emerson 

(picture)
“Dee Cee the Door County Freight-

er” by Carol Davis & Jan Rasmussen 
(picture)

 *Authors coming to the 2019 Wash-
ington Island Literary Festival in 
September

Top Island reads


